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Khaula Hospital to add
prosthetic limbs unit
OUHOOD AL JAILANIYAH
MUSCAT, MARCH 19

All clear for new airport take off
FROM PAGE 1
Apart from 20 self-service check-in
kiosks, the airport will have parking to
accommodate 8,000 cars at any given
point of time.
Top officials told the Observer
the priority will be to ensure smooth
transfer of passengers from the current
airport to the new one.
Already introduced in Salalah for
the first time a few years ago, Muscat
too will now offer direct boarding of
the aircraft from the terminal.
The first phase of the project,
inaugurated on December 14, saw the
opening of the new Air Traffic Control
(ATC) tower, the headquarters
building for Public Authority for Civil
Aviation (PACA) and the runway.
With special emphasis on public
transport, Mwasalat will launch

two new routes from the airport
— to Mabailah (IA) and Ruwi (IB).
Promotional prices on these routes —
from March 20 to June 20 — will be
500 baisa.
The routes will be served by
buses specially designed for airport
passengers, with special provisions for
luggage and those with special needs.
Services will continue during all
weekdays and official holidays.
The Mabailah route (IA) stops will
be Al Khoudh — Al Hail, Muscat City
Centre, Al Sahwa Tower, Old Airport
and Muscat International Airport.
The Ruwi route (IB) stops will be
Wadi Adei, Wattayah, Qurum, Sarooj,
Al Khuwair, Ghubra — Azaiba and
Muscat International Airport.
Metered taxis will be available with
fares starting from RO 3.
Oman Aviation Services (OAS)

operated the new air cargo terminal
at and ‘received’ only the goods to be
shipped.
The delivery of goods to customers
will continue from the old cargo
terminal until March 29.
The new air cargo building is one
of the series of projects attached to
the Muscat International Airport
Development Project, which is
expected to cope with the rapid growth
of cargo traffic in the Sultanate.
The new cargo building is spread
over 32,000 sq m with a capacity
to handle 350,000 tonnes of cargo
per year, which can be extended to
500,000 tonnes.
The building is equipped with
advanced technologies to deal with all
types of goods — general and special
cargo to perishable products, live
animals, and dangerous goods and

materials.
The building is equipped with an
automated cargo handling system that
allows for smooth handling of cargo
containers and pallets.
It provides two handling cranes
with advanced technology for
the orderly transport and storage
of goods, which will result in efficient
handling and faster delivery of
goods, thus increasing efficiency and
productivity.
Since a large part of import
and export goods can be damaged
due to temperature, such as fruits,
vegetables,
frozen
meat
and
pharmaceutical products, the building
is fully air-conditioned with special
refrigerators.
The new 2,500-sqm facility has
been developed to accommodate all
kinds of livestock.

The Ministry of Health has a clearcut vision on Khaula Hospital aiming
to make it an international referral
health institution providing tertiary
healthcare services.
With the increase of patients’
number, the hospital administration
is striving to achieve maximum use
of the staff capacity as well as raising
productivity, utilising the capacities
to the fullest and rescheduling
the appointments for clinics and
operations.
This was stated by Dr Ali al
Maashani,
Director-General
of
Khoula Hospital, in a special

interview with Oman Arabic, sister
publication of the Observer.
He added that the hospital
performed more than 12,000 surgical
operations in 2017 including 4,286
bone-fracture surgeries. The hospital
is conducting highly complicated
corrective surgery by a specialised
medical team. New treatments
have been introduced in the field
of neurosurgery such as tumour
eradication, treating congenital
anomalies and cerebral hernia by
endoscopy, among others.
Dr Al Maashani disclosed a
number of futuristic additions and
expansions in the buildings, sections
and departments including a state-ofthe-art prosthetic limbs unit.

COOPERATION IN EDUCATION

MUSCAT: Dr Rawya bint Saud al Busaidiyah, Minister of Higher Education,
received in her office on Monday Dr Vali Nasr, Dean of Johns Hopkins College of
Advanced International Studies, USA. During the meeting, they discussed the
possibility of cooperation between the ministry and the college in qualifying the
Omanis in the preparation of strategic plans and policies in the higher education
sector, in addition to discussing the desire of the college administration to attract
Omani students to benefit from the academic programmes. — ONA

RO 19m granted for 39 Seminar stresses ‘protection’ for road safety
women’s associations
HAMMAM AL BADI
BAHLA, MARCH 19

at the Directorate of Al Dakhiliyah,
and participants from different
authorities such as ROP, media, a
number of students and teachers from
Bisya and Bahla schools.
During the ceremony, the
campaign’s logo and the anthem were
launched.
A short film prepared by the
campaign team was also screened. The
seminar participants presented some
of their experiences and inventions
regarding traffic safety.
The Observer took part in the
seminar, presenting the role of the
media in enhancing traffic awareness
and reducing road accidents.

Bisya School for Basic Education, in
cooperation with the Al Hazem team,
organised a traffic seminar entitled
“Strengthen Your Protection”, in the
Wilayat of Bahla.
The seminar included lectures
on several topics such as preventive
driving, the role of the media in
promoting traffic awareness, the
importance of the child safety seat,
and the physical and psychological
effects of accidents.
It was attended by Sulaiman bin
Mohsin al Shuraiqi, Director of
Educational Programmes Department
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In this regard, he said the ministry
was working to integrate people with
disabilities in the government and
private institutions to rehabilitate
them and boost their confidence.
“We are working with a group of
institutions to provide on-the-job
training for people with disabilities,”
said the minister.
Besides, 50 scholarships are
available for the disabled in different
higher educational institutions.
Members of the Majlis proposed
associations for teachers and retirees.
They wondered why there was no
association for mosques that were
affiliated to the Ministry of Social
Development.
He said: “The ministry is willing to
grant a permit for the construction of
any mosque facing obstacles.”
He said there were many
associations for NGOs. Their number
had reached 162 by the end of 2017.
A number of topics were
discussed during the meeting with
council members inquiring about
a wide range of issues including Al
Wafa rehabilitation centres in their
respective wilayats which, according
to them, have a small space and
suffer from lack of staff, resignations
and staff transfer. Some members
demanded the establishment of
workshops for carpentry and

agriculture to be attached to those
centres. One members proposed a
unified curriculum for the Al Wafaa
centres.
Regarding the social insurance
benefit, the meeting discussed the
difficulty of obtaining information
particularly for the elderly segment.
There has been an inquiry about the
entitlement to the social benefit in the
case of families whose breadwinner is
imprisoned.
Among the other topics discussed
during the session were the ministry’s
role in the employment of people
with special needs in the private
sector, establishing an association
for the retirees, the ministry’s role
in supporting the retirees whose
monthly income is less than RO 200.
The issue of constructing a building
for the Omani Theatrical Society for
which a sum of RO 250,000 has been
earmarked, was also discussed.
The issue of reducing the disaster
compensation by 50 per cent has
been discussed with some members
demanding to restore the former rate.
In his reply to the members’
inquiries, the minister admitted that
the Al Wafaa Centres suffer from
lack of staff adding that the ministry
has provided 50 scholarships in the
specialisations of physiotherapy the
disabled welfare both inside and
outside the Sultanate to solve the
problem.

German geologists on Oman expedition
STAFF REPORTER
MUSCAT, MARCH 19
Twenty members of the German
Geological Society from various universities and research institutions are
currently taking part in an expedition
around Oman. The visit has been organised in line with the strong cooperative ties between the German University of Technology in Oman (GUtech)
and leading Universities of Technology
in Germany.
Prof Dr Gösta Hoffmann from the
University of Bonn is the leading scientist of the current expedition. He
has been teaching and researching at
GUtech for many years and he is the
main author of a recently published
book on the Geology of Oman.
“For me, it is a pleasure to invite my
colleagues to visit Oman. It is such a
beautiful country where certain rock
formations allow us to understand how
our planet works.
Such places are unique in the world
and most of them easily accessible
in Oman. For example, the country
is blessed to offer the opportunity to
study the transition between different
layers of the Earth. Usually these rocks
are not to be found on the surface but
they are in Oman,” Prof Hoffmann explained.
“The benefits to come to Oman and
explore the mountains, deserts and

coasts are that Oman is a safe country
and the geology is spectacular,” commented Prof Dr Martin Meschede,
President of the Umbrella Organisation
of Geosciences (DVGeo). The German
Geological Society (DGGV) has about
3,600 members from universities, industries, and the private economy.
Logistics for the visit were arranged

by Golden Highlands, a company with
long experience in organising field
trips.
In addition, in a joint effort, the participants of the field excursion together
with the local partners from Golden
Highlands joined in a clean-up of the
beach at Ras Ruwais in Al Sharqiyah
Governorate.

“It is our ambition to keep the country clean so that our visitors go back
home with positive impressions. It was
a memorable experience to run this
clean-up as a joint effort with German
professors,” said Mansoor al Shabibi,
CEO of Golden Highlands. “We plan
to clean other places with other groups
in the future,” he added.

